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NEWTON  ABBOT  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Madam  Chairman  and  Councillors * 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen* 

I  present  my  report  for  the  year  ended  December* 

1  959  together  with  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector* 

The  population  of  the  Urban  District*  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar-General*  has  risen  during  the  year  by  only  fifty  to 
175,250.  The  Rateable  Value  however  shows  an  increase  of  nearly 
14%.  These  facts  show  that  some  of  the  population  has  spread 
out  from  the  old  overcrowded  areas  of  the  town  into  the  new 
housing  estates*  and  that  the  people  of  Newton  Abbot  are  better 
housed  than  ever  before.  This  trend  must  continue  as  fast  as 
is  economically  possible*  as  there  still  are  far  too  many  people 
in  the  town  living  in  sub  standard  houses. 

Both  the  Birth  and  Death  rates  show  an  increase  over  the 
1  958  figures.  Regarding  the  three  hundred  and  two  deaths  'which 
occurred  in  1 959 *  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  one  half  were 
75  or  more  years  old.  It  is  noteworthy  too  that  fourteen 
deaths  occurred  in  motor  vehicle  and  other  accidents.  These 
accidents  usually  occur  in  young  persons  and  it  seems  that  far 
more  time  and  money  should  be  spent  in  preventing  this  often 
needless  wastage  of  life. 

On  the  other  hand  no  deaths  occurred  from  Poliomyelitis* 
Diphtheria*  Whooping  Cough  or  any  of  the  other  diseases  of 
childhood  which  only  a  few  years  ago  could  be  expected  to  cause 
a  number  of  deaths*  and  also  a  larger  number  of  residual  effects 
such  as  paralysis  and  defects  of  the  heart  and  lungs*  This 
result  has  been  brought  about  by  the  various  vaccination  and 
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and  immunisation  procedures  which  are  now  available.  One  only 
hopes  that  the  public  will  not  be  lulled  into  a  sense  of 
security  by  the  present  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  but  will 
continue  to  take  advantage  of  the  various  preventative  measures 
which  are  offered  to  themselves  and  their  children. 

In  four  cases  official  action  had  to  be  taken  under  the 
National  Assistance  Acts  to  remove  elderly  persons, who  were  not 
receiving  the  care  and  attention  which  they  required,  into 
Hospitals  or  Welfare  Homes* 


I  should  like,  once  again,  to  thank;  the  Chairman, 
Councillors,  and  all  members  of  the  staff  for  the  help 
and  co-operation  received  during  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  aRE_ 


Area  (in  acres)  .  ... 
Population  Mid  1959 


Population  1  951  Census . .  ...  .  .  .  .  *  . . .  .  . 

Rateable  Value  as  at  the  1 st*  J anuary ,  1 959 
Rateable  Va  ue  as  at  the  31st.  December,  1959  . . . . 
Product  of  4 d.  rate  as  at  the  1st.  April,  1959  . • . 


4,153 

17,250 
16,393 
£  256,396 

£  291,346 
£  1,018 


Live  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male 

Female 

130 

114 

4 

3 

134 

117 

Crude  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Corrected  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Crude  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon 


Corrected  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon 


Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  England  and 

Wales 

Still  Births 

Male  Female 

Legitimate  3  1 

-  -•  * 

Illegitimate  -  - 


Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 


Corresponding  rate 


for 


Engl 


and 


and 


Wales 


Total 

2  44 

7 

251 

14.55 

1 4. 84 

13.65 

15.42 

1  S.5 


T  ot  al 

4 


0.23 
15.69 
21 .0 
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deaths 


The  average  age  at  deaths  from  all  causes,,  was  found  to  he 
71.01  years.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  average  age  of 
all  male  deaths  was  69.36  years  and  for  female  deaths  72#55yesrs. 

Male  Female  Total 


143  159  302 

Crude  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  177  50 

Corrected  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  12.77 

Crude  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon  14.27 

Corrected  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon  11.13 

Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  England  and  Wales  11.6 


Infant  Mortality 

(Death  of  Infants  under  One  year) 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  358 

Illegitimate  -  -  - 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (Death  of  Infants  under  One  year) 

per  1000  related  live  hirths  31.87 

Infant  Mortality  rate  England  and  Wales  22.2 

Neo-Natal  Mortality 
(Death  of  Infants  under  Four  weeks) 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  33  6 

Illegitimate  -  -  - 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  rate  (Death  of  Infants  under  Four  weeks) 

per  1000  related  live  hirths  23.90 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  rate  England  and  Wales  15.8 

Maternal  Mortality 

No  maternal  deaths  occurred  in  the  Newton  Ahhot  Urban  District 
during  1959.  Three  maternal  deaths  occurred  within  the  Administ¬ 
rative  County  of  Devon. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29909612 


AGE  AT  DEATH 


Male 


Female 


Infants  under  Four  weeks 
Infants  under  One  year 

1  -  4 

5-14 

15  -  24 

25  -  44 

45  -  64 

65  -  74 

75  and  over 


3 

1 
»■  .i 

2 

2 

36 

32 

67 


5 

1 


1 

26 

37 

89 


159 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male 


All  causes  143 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  1 
Syphilitic  disease  - 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  6 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  6 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  - 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  - 


Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  16 


Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  - 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  25 

Coronary  disease,  angina  24 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  6 

Other  heart  disease  20 

Other  circulatory  disease  5 

Pneumonia  4 

Bronchitis  6 

carried  forward  119 


Female 

159 

1 

4 

5 
3 

19 

3 
1 

30 

19 

4 
24 

5 
5 
2 

1  25 


5 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Male 

brought  forward  119 


Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  - 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  - 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  2 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate  2 
Congenital  malformations  1 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  9 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 
All  other  accidents  7 
Suicide  2 


Female 


1  25 

1 

1 


2 

24 

3 

3 


143 

Total:  302 


159 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Male  Female 

Scarlet  Fever  4  4 
Whooping  Cough  2  1 
Measles  77  77 
Dysentery  1  - 
Ophthalmia  neonatorum  -  1 
Pneumonia  -  2 
Erysipelas  4  4 


89 


Total:  177 


Total 

8 

3 

154 

1 

1 

2 

8 

177 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Eleven  cases  of  pulmonary  and  one  case  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  in  Newton  Abbot  during  1959. 
Details  are  set  out  in  the  following  table:- 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


AGE  pe: 

RIODS 

CASES 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

-Pulmonary 

M 

P 

M 

P 

Under 

five 

years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

14 

i 

1 

— 

15 

— 

24 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25 

— 

kh 

i 

— 

— 

— 

45 

— 

64 

5 

— 

— 

65 

and 

over 

— 

1 

— 

i 

8 

3 

— 

i 

Total :  12 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS ,  1  9US  and  1951 

Official  action*  under  the  National  Assistance  Acts*  was 
necessary  in  four  cases*  for  the  removal  of  persons  in  need  of 
care  and  attention*  during  1959. 
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NEWTON  ABBOT 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of 

CHILE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 

im 

STAFF; 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

C.E. Pet hick,  E.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 

J. A. McPherson,  F.A.P.H.I. 

Clerk 


G. J, Ingram. 


TO  THE  CMiIRMAN  AM)  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL; 


Mr  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  submit  herewith  the  Annual  .Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December ,1959 • 

During  the  year  work  in  connection  with  inprove- 
ment  grants  increased,  details  being  set  out  in  the  summary 
of  inspections. 

A  considerable  amount  of  time  was  alsi  spent  on 
consultations  with  adjoining  authorities  with  regard  to  the 
probable  pattern  of  slaughtering  of  meat  for  human  consumption 
and  the  preparation  of  slaughterhouse  reports  required  to  be 
submitted  to  the  ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food* 

Meetings  were  held  with  the  representatives  of 
the  meat  trade  and  with  other  organisations  having  an  interest 
in  the  slaughtering  facilities  in  the  urban  district  and  the 
necessary  report  was  forwarded  to  the  Ministry.  Dicussions 
"with,  adjoining  authorities  however  produced  little  in  the  way 
of  results. 


A  further  improvement  in  the  Council's  Abattoir 
was  carried  out  namely  the  installation  of  line  dressing  equip¬ 
ment  for  sheep  and  calves. 

The  year  also  saw  the  replacement  of  one  of  the 
refuse  collection  lorries  with  a  dual  tipping  body  instead 
of  the  moving  floor  type  of  body  which  has  been  in  use  since 
1938. 


Details  of  work  carried  out  are  as  follows s- 


DRAINaGE  g 


Number  of  premises  visited  33 
Number  of  tests  applied  98 
Number  of  visits  made  228 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  % 


1. 


No .  on 
register. 


i. Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, A  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authority.  14 

ii. Factories  not  included 
in(i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforcedby  Local 

Authority.  31 


inspec¬ 
tions  . 


No .  of 
written 
Notices . 


Occupiers 

prosec¬ 

uted. 


4 


11  1 


-1- 


"  I 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  (  Cont?d) 


1  •  Inspections 


111 


2. 


No.on  Inspoc- 
Register.  tions. 


Ho. of  Occupiers 
written  pro sec- 
Notices  uted. 


Other  premises  in  which 
section  7  is  enforced 
by .  L o  c al  Aut  hor  ity . 

Copses  in  which  defects 


12 


9 


were  found. 


No .of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found s- 


Found.  Remedied. Ref  Ref 

i°M 

Insp . 


I  ant  of  cleanliness  (SI) 

Over  cr  owding  ( S  2 ) 

Unreasonable 
Temperature 


2 

1 


2 

1 


Inadequate 

Ventilation 


(53) 

(54) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S6) 

S solitary  conveniences  (S7  ) 

(a)  insufficient 

(b )  insuitable  or 


1 


Prose¬ 

cution. 


defective 

— 

1 

— 

1 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

Other 
(  not 

offences 
relating 
outwork ) 

to 

FOOD  I 

NSPFCTIONs 

Details  of  animals 
inspection  ore  shown  in  the 

slaughtered 
following  t 

end  the 
ables  o- 

results 

1954 

195J5 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

Bullocks  2, 5R5 

2,919 

3, 

347 

3  9  680 

4,191 

4,207 

Calves 

7,392 

9,053 

10, 

737 

7,109 

6,370 

6,260 

Sheep 

12,261 

10,746 

10, 

931 

10,123 

13,598 

19,356 

Pigs 

4,210 

7,234 

6> 

066 

5,836 

6,863 

6,578 

TOTALS 

26,408 

29 , 952 

31, 

081 

26 , 748 

31 , 022 

36,401 

-2- 
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FOOD  INSPECTION  (cont'd) 


CATTLE 

cows 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

PIGS 

No.  KILLED 2 

3,027 

1,180 

6,260 

19,356 

6,578 

No  .  Inspected 

3,027 

1,180 

6 , 260 

19,356 

6,578 

All  diseases 
other  than 
Tuberculosis . 

(i)  Whole  car¬ 
cases  condemned 

5 

15 

32 

246 

21 

(ii)  carcases  of 
which  some  part 

$ 

or  organ  was 
condemned. 

564 

411 

38 

1600 

464 

%  of  animals  ins- 

pected  affected 
by  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis. 

18.80% 

56.18% 

1.11% 

9 . 53% 

7.37% 

Tub  er  cu  1  o  s  i  s  o  nly 
(i)  Whole  carcases 
condemned. 

13 

14 

2 

NIL 

12 

(ii)  carcases  of 
Y/hich.  some  pant 

or  organ  was 
condemned. 

156 

187 

8 

NIL 

94 

S  of  animals 
inspected 
affected  by 

Tuberculosis . 

4.92% 

17% 

0.16%  NIL 

1 . 61% 

Number  of  canes 
of  C.Bovis. 

2 

-3- 


<•> 

H  ^ 


*V 

e 


FOOD  INSPECTION  (Cont’d ) 


. TuT.n 3 0 un(^-  Foods  During  the  course  of  the  year,  the 
following  foodstuffs  have  been  found  to  be  unfit  for  human, 
c  onsump t  i on  %  - 

47  Bovine  carcases  and  offals 
54  Calve  carcases  and  offals 
246  Sheep  carcases  and  offals 
33  Pig  carcases  and  offals 
112  Bovine  heads 
80  Pig  heads 
3657  Organs  "lid  parts 
1184  lbs  of  Beef 
235  lbs  of  Mutton 
92  lbs  of  Pork 
80  lbs  of  Veal 
1029  fins  of  Fruit 
266  fins  of  fish 
682  fins  of  Meat/Meat  Products 
318  fins  of  Vegetables 

18  fins  of  rice 
84  fins  of  Jan 

19  Jars  of  Ivi  rmalade 
I  Jar  of  Bovril 

1  Jar  of  pickles 
83  fins  of  Milk 

4  fins  of  Coffee 

4  Bottles  of  Sauce 

2  Packets  of  cream  crackers 

5  Doz  fish  cakes 

3  fins  of  Syrup 
14  lbs  of  Macaroni 
12  lbs  of  Prawn 

5  lbs  of  Fowle 

20  Packets  of  'Pudding  mixture 
90  Packets  of  Cheese  Spread 


General , 

956  visits  were  made  during  the  year?  to  the 
Public  Abattoir  for  meat  inspection, 

128  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  other 
food  premises, 

6  Informal  Notices  were  served  during  the  year 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 1955* 
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HOUSINGS 

(I)  Number  of  Council  bouses  constructed  NIL. 

(ii)  Number  of  privet e  houses  constructed  158. 


Public  Health  &  Housing;  Acts. 


beading  i 


o 


A  summary  of 
follows  2* 


the 


o  Q 

c  >.  o 


work  carried  out  under  this 


(iii)Nuinber  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  134- 
Civ)  Number  of  inspections  made  470 

(v)  Number  of  Informal  notices  erved  32 

(vi)  Number  of  statutory  notices  served s- 

(a)  Under  Section  9  ,  dousing  Act  1957  5 

(b)  Under  Section  17, Housing  Act  1957  NIL 

(c)  Under  Public  Health  Act, 1938  NIL 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  4-9 

Rent  Act  1957 

Number  of  houses  inspected  35 

Number  of  visits  paid  104 

Hcusing  and  House  Purchase  Act  1959. 


No. of  properties  applying  for  Improvement  Grant  38. 


No. of  visits  paid 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  Refuse  Disposal  site  405. 
RODENT  CONTROL  2 ~ 

A  member  of  the  manual  labour  staff  of  this  depart¬ 
ment  has  continued  to  be  employed  on  a  part-time  basis  on  this 
section  of  work.  As  in  previous  years  two  treatments  of  the 
sewerage  system  of  the  town  were  carried  out,  approximately 
64  manholes  being  baited  and  poisoned  on  each  occasion. 

In  addition  53  preises  were  treated  for  rat  infestat¬ 
ion  involving  354-  visits. 


STAFF 0 

There  wore  no  changes  in  the  staff  of  this  department 
during  the  year  and  thamks  are  again  due  to  Mr  McPherson  and  to 


Mr  Ingram  for  their  co-operation  and  willingness  in  carrying 
out  the  varied  duties  performed. 

I  wouls  also  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  collea.gues 
for  their  co-cper .at ion  during  the  year  and  to  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Council  for  their  consideration  and  support. 

I  am,  /  A 

Your  obedient /servant , 

/a 
'  cy 

JY 


Chief  .Public  UCehL 


■tor. 
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